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Now that a
successful 10th conference
is behind us we have time
to reflect on the conference
itself and on the
International Turfgrass
Society's progress since the
inaugural conference in
Harrogate in 1969.  I
attended that first
conference as a young
lecturer and the interest

and curiosity it engendered in me led to research which
produced landmark
discoveries and
developments in
turfgrass science.  I
hope some younger
generation delegates at
Llandudno gained the
same benefit.

In its current
form the quadrennial
conference of the
International Turfgrass
Society has two
components; the
production of the
International Turfgrass
Society Research

Journal and the organisation and administration of the
week long conference.  Prior to the 7th conference in
Florida, papers submitted for presentation at the
conference received limited scrutiny and vetting and were
published as a conference proceedings.  For the 7th and
subsequent conferences submitted papers have been peer
reviewed and the publication became the ITSRJ rather
than a conference proceedings.  The reviewing of papers
for the 7th and 8th conferences placed a considerable
burden on the host country and prior to the 9th
conference in Toronto the Society decided to set up a
rolling membership of an international group of section
editors to take on the responsibility of recruiting and co-

ordinating referees in
the various specialist
areas of turfgrass
science.  Alongside this
development of more
rigorous reviewing of
scientific papers the
Society decided to
invite authors to submit
technical papers which
could be presented as
posters at the
conference with the
approval of the Editor
in Chief.  For ITRC 2005
refereed scientific
papers were published

Llandudno by night

PROFESSOR BILL ADAMS’ REVIEW OF ITRC 2005

This is the first of the quarterly International Turfgrass newsletters produced under my editorship. As it
develops, I hope that it will serve as a means of keeping you informed of the activity of  ITS members - colleagues you
may not actually make personal contact with until four years time in Chile. I want to ensure that all members are kept
abreast of current issues in turfgrass research worldwide. I also hope that the newsletter will provide members with a
ready source of information on the developments leading up to our next ITRC in Santiago, Chile in 2009.

The newsletter will be distributed by e-mail and will also be made available in the members only section of the
ITS web pages although, if you wish, hard copies can be posted out.

It is your newsletter and to this end, if you have any information about personnel changes, new appointments,
retirements, new research contracts or initiatives, if you have new insights into turfgrass developments, or you want to
advertise new research and teaching posts, conferences and meetings - in fact anything that is relevant to our members
- then let me know!

I really do look forward to hearing and disseminating your news and views. In the meantime I would like to
offer my best wishes for a happy and successful new year!
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in the ITSRJ and summaries of technical papers in an
accompanying annexe.

For ITRC 2005 a total of 363 titles were submitted
predominantly through electronic transmission.  There
were ten invited papers six of which were subjected to
review and published in ITSRJ volume 10.  From the
remaining 353 titles submitted 168 full papers were
published in the ITSRJ after peer review.  A further 53
papers were published in summary form with a maximum
of two pages in a soft back annexe.  These comprised
technical papers and papers submitted as scientific papers
but not approved for the journal.

Danny Thorogood carried a massive
responsibility as Editor in Chief and his devotion to the
task was magnificent.  The Society should also recognise
and thank the 24 section editors who handled the review
process and also the 165 referees from ten countries who
reviewed papers submitted.

Volume 10 of the ITSRJ is 1261 pages in total,
published in two parts with a separate annexe of technical
papers of 109 pages.

Before closing on the Society’s publication an
additional point is worthy of mention.  After lengthy
deliberation the Society has agreed to allow Michigan State
University Library to digitise and make available for access
all back volumes of the proceedings/journal and action
on this is in progress.  The Society has decided that there
should be a two year delay before any newly published
journal can be digitised.

Wales was elected to host the 10th conference at
the 8th conference in Sydney and whilst throughout it has
been treated as a UK hosting we wanted to hold the
conference in Wales. Llandudno was not an automatic
choice and it is only in retrospect that we appreciate how
right we were to select this town on the north Wales coast.

I must admit that fate has been on our side with excellent
weather not only for the conference itself but also for the
mid-term Board two years earlier. Key factors for us were,
a pleasant seaside environment, a wide choice of hotels
within easy walking distance of the Conference Centre
and excellent co-operation from Conwy County Borough
Council who own the Conference Centre and whose
tourism arm was prepared to organise the booking of
accommodation by delegates.

In planning the conference we adopted the
general structure of recent ones with technical sessions
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday morning and
full day excursions on Wednesday. Stephen Baker headed
the scientific programme group and in early discussions
we decided to focus on topics of current interest for two
symposia, namely, maintaining turf without protection
chemicals and turf in the urban environment.
Presentations on these topics will stimulate future
research and I believe it is vital for the Society to expand
its interest and influence in urban situations. Most people
live in inert, built environments and many now recognise
the value of natural turf, either alone or in association
with other plant species, on their quality of life.

Over recent years commercial and other interests
have fuelled the promotion of synthetic turf for use in
sport - especially for football. We felt it essential for
members of the Society to keep abreast of developments
in the field of synthetic turf and for this reason decided to
include a special session on artificial turf in the
conference.

In planning the technical tours we tried to cover
the range of delegates' interests. Thus in the overall
programme, golf, soccer, cricket and horse racing interests
were catered for in addition to a visit to the Sports Turf
Research Institute at Bingley. Virtually all delegates were
able to go on their first choice tour. Being in north Wales
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we could not resist organising a 'Castles and Mountains'
tour for the accompanying persons knowing full well that
it would be a popular choice amongst delegates. We are
grateful to Brian Robinson for organising major
components of the technical tours.

Brian also put a lot of effort into designing a post-
conference tour to Scotland but unfortunately numbers
recruited onto the tour were insufficient for it to be viable.
Fortunately a pre-conference tour did take place and we
thank Alex Richter for taking charge of its organisation.

We were fortunate that Martyn Jones took on the
responsibility of seeking sponsorship for the conference.
His success in getting the agreement of Syngenta and
Ransomes/Jacobsen to be our main sponsors and in
addition to recruit several other sponsors guaranteed the
financial success of the conference. We are especially
grateful to Syngenta who are currently the only sustaining
members of the Society.

I have mentioned the names of several people
who made major contributions to the success of the
conference but I must acknowledge other key people to
whom I am greatly indebted. Firstly Russell Young who
has been my right hand man from the beginning of our
planning for the conference. Closer to the conference he
handled pre-registration and has dealt with all financial
matters. At the conference he rarely left his office desk

throughout the whole week. Good planning is one thing
but execution is another and there are several people who
were responsible for the smooth running of the
conference. Linda Burton and Louise Clegg not only took
charge of the accompanying persons' programme but also
administered on-site delegate registration and found
answers to the inevitable stream of queries. Alan Lewis
our expert on electronic conference presentations was
invaluable. He ensured presentations in each session were
in the correct sequence and would 'work.' His knowledge
and unruffled temperament were expressed in excellent
relationships with speakers.

ITRC2005 was a long time in planning and
organising but I believe our rather small nucleus of key
people made for straightforward communication and co-
operation. I hope everyone both enjoyed and gained
benefit from the conference and I say to colleagues and
helpers it was a job well done. We are all looking forward
to ITRC2009 in Chile and give our best wishes to  the new
President, Carol Muller-Turina and his colleagues.

(photographs courtesy of Syngenta)

11TH INTERNATIONAL TURFGRASS RESEARCH CONFERENCE
SANTIAGO - CHILE - 12 - 17 TH JULY 2009 (TENTATIVE DATES)

www.itrc2009.cl/
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UPCOMING SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES

The following conferences may be of interest to ITS members

January 14-18 Plant and Animal Genome XIV Conference San Diego, California

May 29-31 ISF World Seed Congress Copenhagen, Denmark

July 8-12 Joint American Seed Trade Association -
CSTA Annual Convention Chicago, Illinois

July 9-15 18th World Congress of Soil Science -
Frontiers of Soil Science: Technology and
the Information Age Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

August 5-9 Plant Biology 2006 Boston, Massachusetts

August 20-26 11th International Symposium on Microbial Ecology Vienna, Austria

August 20-25 International Plant Breeding Symposium 2006 Mexico City, Mexico

September 24-28 15th Australian Weeds Conference:
Managing Weeds in a Changing Climate Adelaide, Australia

September 26-28 3rd International Symposium on Integrated
Water Resources Management Bochum, Grenada

November 12-16 ASA-CSSA-SSSA
International Annual Meetings  Indianapolis, Indiana

November 4-8, 2007 ASA-CSSA-SSSA
International Annual Meetings New Orleans, Louisiana

Please let the editor know if you wish to have a conference listed in the ITS Newsletter providing conference title, date,
venue and conference website URL.

ITS TREASURER’S REPORT

 Membership Dues

It is now time to renew your ITS membership for the 2006-2009 cycle or become a member of ITS.  The ITS
membership dues for the four year cycle concluding with the 11th ITRC was set by the ITS Board of Directors at 220.00
USD.  Membership includes a copy of the 11th ITRC journal, authorship privileges, and access to ITS information
including the ITS newsletters.  The membership dues form is available online, through the Treasurer at jlci@ufl.edu,
and through Danny Thorogood at danny.thorogood@bbsrc.ac.uk, ITS Newsletter Editor.   Personal checks and bank
checks in USD, and American Express are convenient options for payment.   We are receiving membership dues and
sending receipts of payment.  If you have not received your receipt by mail please contact me at the above email
address.

Sustaining memberships.

The Sustaining Membership Dues Program is a great way for members to support ITS activities.  In addition
to supporting the society, Sustaining Memberships include two ITS memberships and recognition in newsletters and
quadrennial conferences. We are encouraging ITS members to identify potential Sustaining Membership candidates
that we can contact.  The cost of the Sustaining Membership is 1,000.00 USD.  If you are interested in becoming a
Sustaining Member or know of others that may be interested in this program, please email contact information to
jlci@ufl.edu.

John Cisar

http://www.intl-pag.org/
http://www.worldseed2006.com/
http://www.amseed.com/eventDetailLarge.asp?id=102
http://iuss.colostate.edu/18wcss/
http://www.aspb.org/meetings/pb-2006/
http://www.kenes.com/isme/
http://www.intlplantbreeding.com/
http://www.plevin.com.au/15AWC2006/
http://www.conventus.de/water/index.php
http://www.asa-cssa-sssa.org/meetings/acs/future.html
http://www.asa-cssa-sssa.org/meetings/acs/future.html
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TURFGRASS DIRECTOR IS CONFIRMED AS
GEIGER CHAIR

New Brunswick, NJ – Dr. Bruce Clarke, director
of Rutgers Center for Turfgrass Science, has been
confirmed as the first Geiger Endowed Chair by the
Rutgers University Board of Governors.

“This distinction is a great compliment not only
to Bruce, who has worked tirelessly to make the turfgrass
program here at Rutgers’ Cook College one of the best in
the world, but also to the program itself, which has a
sterling reputation for innovation in research and
education,” said Bob Goodman, dean of Cook College.

The endowed chair was funded by Ralph Geiger,
an avid golfer and philanthropist who has donated
generously to the Center for Turfgrass Science over the
past decade. Income from the $2 million endowment,
estimated at $90,000 in the first year, will be used to promote
turfgrass teaching, extension and research, Clarke said.
At least $20,000 per year will be used to fund undergraduate,
graduate and two-year certificate program student
scholarships, with additional monies to be used to support
turfgrass programs.

“First and foremost, we want to fulfill Ralph’s
goals,” Clarke said. “We will use the funds from the
endowed chair to attract and increase the enrolment of
top-quality students from around the nation who have an
interest in turfgrass science. We will increase internships,
sending students all over the world to gain hands-on
experience, as well as  increasing  our educational facilities
at the the Geiger Education Complex on Horticulture
Farm II in North Brunswick so students can continue to
learn in a dynamic environment.”

Clarke has plans to convert one of the classrooms
at the Geiger Education Complex into a “smart”
classroom, upgrading the existing facility with state-of-
the-art technology. The new facilities will enhance our
distance learning and Webcasting capabilities, he said.

“The endowed chair will enable the Center for
Turfgrass Science to be at the cutting edge of the industry,”
said Executive Vice Dean of Agriculture and Natural

Resources Keith Cooper. “As endowed chair, Bruce will
be a leader of exciting new initiatives at the Center.”

As director of the Rutgers Center for Turfgrass
Science, Clarke is responsible for providing leadership to
foster internationally recognized research, undergraduate,
graduate, and continuing professional education and
service programs in support of the turfgrass industry, which
produces $3.2 billion in revenue each year for New Jersey
alone. He is an authority on root-infecting fungi
associated with patch diseases of turf and is recognized
for his work on the development of integrated disease
control strategies to reduce pesticide usage. Clarke has
published three books on turfgrass pathology and has
authored numerous articles for professional journals and
trade magazines. He has recently been named a Fellow of
the American Society of Agronomy, and has received the
John Reid Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Metropolitan Golf Course Superintendents Association,
the Distinguished Service Award from the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America, the New Jersey
Turfgrass Association’s Hall of Fame Award, and the
Weisblat Award for Excellence in Research, Teaching and
Outreach from Cook College and the New Jersey
Agricultural Experiment Station. Clarke is a frequent
speaker at educational conferences throughout the United
States and has presented his research to turf managers in
Australia, China, Europe, and Japan.

Clarke received both his B.S. in forest
management and his Ph.D. in plant pathology from
Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, where he has
been employed since 1981.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

U.S.A

Australia

Ian Chivers

Research in Australia into turfgrasses is
conducted in a diverse manner. There are a number of
smaller programs run across much of the country and
usually undertaken in conjunction with an operational
turf facility such as a golf course or sportsfield. There are
also three main experimental venues where larger
programs are carried out. These are variously in Perth,
Brisbane and Sydney. Over the next three newsletters I
will give some information on each of these in turn,
commencing in this issue with the University of Western
Australia in Perth. By the way Perth is considered the
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most isolated capital city in the world - just check a map.
This is a new, developing centre which focuses on the
local needs of Perth but also it is shaping a role in the
broader turf industry in Australia through shared research
programmes with other researchers in various States. Well
worth a visit if you happen to be in Western Australia.

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
(UWA) TURF RESEARCH PROGRAM

The UWA Turf Research Program was
established in 1995 to research sustainable management
of turfgrass under Australian conditions, and is led by
Drs Tim Colmer and Louise Barton.  The programme has
been developed in close collaboration, and with funding
from, industry partners. Current projects include:

• Optimising nitrogen fertiliser and mat
management practices for Kikuyu (Pennisetum
clandestinum) turfgrass.

• Adaptation and management of St. Augustine
(Stenotaphrum secundatum) cultivars for shade and water
conservation. • Understanding salt and water dynamics
to enhance the quality of turfgrasses irrigated with saline
water in a Mediterranean environment: an evaluation of
four species.

Kikuyu (Pennisetum clandestinum) turfgrass is
grown extensively throughout Australia, yet its
management is not fully understood.  The Western
Australian team aims to assess if optimising nitrogen
fertiliser management maximises turfgrass quality while
minimising nitrogen leaching and the accumulation of
mat and thatch.  Furthermore, the research will determine
if mat and thatch accumulation influence Kikuyu water-
use.  Kikuyu turfgrass is well known for accumulating
mat and thatch, so the project will also compare non-
destructive and destructive methods for controlling and
managing mat and thatch.

St. Augustine grass (Stenotaphrum secundatum) is
gaining in popularity in Australia; yet, best management
practices for the new cultivars of this grass have yet to be
developed for the various regions of Australia. The UWA,
in partnership with Dr Don Loch at the Queensland
Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries is
evaluating water use and drought tolerance of a range of
genotypes, and also performance on calcareous soils
common in coastal regions of Western Australia. In
Queensland, plant morphology and development, the
influence of fertiliser management and mowing frequency
on turfgrass growth and quality, wear and shade tolerance,
and herbicide tolerance will be evaluated. Finally, a range
of sites around Australia have been selected to evaluate
the adaptation of various genotypes to this diverse range
of climatic and soil conditions.

Many towns in rural Australia are threatened by
rising saline groundwater. This water might be used to
irrigate salt-tolerant grasses for turfgrass or fodder. The
research will improve knowledge on the physiology of
salt-tolerant grasses managed as turfgrass, as well as fates
of salts and water, when turfgrass is irrigated with saline
groundwater. The research will involve field, glasshouse
and laboratory experiments in a comparative study of four
species. The research is in collaboration with the Western
Australia Department of Agriculture (Dr. Ed Barrett-
Lennard) and the outcomes will contribute to
development of best management practices for use of
halophytic turfgrasses irrigated with saline water, and
ultimately to National priorities dealing with salinity
management and protection of water resources.

For further information please contact Tim
Colmer (tdcolmer@cyllene.uwa.edu.au) or Louise Barton
(lbarton@cyllene.uwa.edu.au).

Field research facility at the University of
Western Australia
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New Zealand

Richard Gibbs

During the first half of 2006 a comprehensive
and independent survey of the NZ turf industry will be
conducted on behalf of the NZ Sports Turf Industry
Training Organisation by Prof. John Haydu whilst on
sabbatical from the University of Florida. His work will
involve an economic, labour and skills analysis of the
industry. The survey comes at a very opportune time given
the significant skills shortages that are currently being
experienced in this part of the world.

On the research front, two leading turf breeding
companies in New Zealand have recently merged. PGG
Seeds and Wrightson Seeds have formed PGG Wrightson

Ltd. The merger is expected to strengthen its turf breeding
and research activities.

The big sporting news recently has been the
successful bid by the NZ Rugby Football Union to secure
hosting rights for the 2011 Rugby World Cup - news,
incidentally that coincides with the All Blacks' recent
grand slam victory over the British Isles. The news means
that several stadia around the country are likely to get
significant surface upgrades over the next few years.

And finally, golf courses continue to be built in
some of the most spectacular parts of the country, the latest
being at Jacks Point close to the adventure capital of the
world, Queenstown.

New golf course being built at Jacks Point, Queenstown
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Floridian goes Down Under
John Haydu is a Professor and Agricultural

Economist with the University of Florida based at the
Mid-Florida Research & Education Center in Apopka.
John has been working for the University of Florida since
1988 with primary efforts targeted at the nursery and
greenhouse industries. His research has focused on
assessing the size, structure and
economic importance of these
two industries. In doing so, trade
associations have used this
information effectively for
promotional purposes, to attract
outside investors, and as
leverage with legislators when
confronted with potential
regulations or restrictions on
various resources, including
land, water, and agricultural
chemicals used in the
production process. In the
turfgrass area, examples  of his
research include: 1) a series of
studies profiling Florida's sod
production industry; 2) a
comprehensive study of the
Florida turfgrass industry that
documented the industry's
contribution to the state's
economy; 3) an economic
impact study of Florida's golf
course industry; 4) a first of its
kind national study documenting the economic impact of
the U.S. Green industry (both turfgrass and nursery); and;
5) a first of its kind national economic impact study of the
U.S. sod production industry funded by Turfgrass Producers
International (currently under review). Since his arrival
with the University of Florida, John has published two
books, four book chapters, and a total of 268 research,
extension, and trade journal manuscripts covering

John J. Haydu
University of Florida

turfgrass and nursery related topics.  In the past ten years
he has also presented 27 national and international
lectures and speeches.

In early February, 2006 John will be moving to
New Zealand with his wife and youngest daughter for six
months to work with the NZ Sports Turf Institute (NZSTI)

and the NZ Sports Turf
Training Organization
(NZSTITO). The primary
purpose of this visit will be to
conduct a national survey of
the Sports Turf Industry to
identify current and future
labor skill needs. As part of this
assessment, the study will also
document the size and scope of
the industry in terms of
employment, resource use, and
revenues generated.

In August of 2006,
John will move to Melbourne,
Australia for six months to
work with Dr. David Aldous at
the University of Melbourne.
During this period they will
conduct economic studies of
the Australian Turfgrass
Industry.  These studies will
examine and document in a
comprehensive fashion the

size, dollar value, and economic contribution of the
turfgrass industry to the Australian economy. John has
also been invited to next Australian Turfgrass Industry
National Conference as a guest speaker.

For those interested, a selection of his
publications can be found at the following website:http:/
/hortbusiness.ifas.ufl.edu

The Frank Stewart Award - 2005
In October, at the Parks and Leisure Australia National Conference in Tasmania,

David Aldous from The Faculty of Land and Food Resources, The University of Melbourne,
was presented with Honorary Life Membership and The Frank Stewart Award for 2005 for
outstanding contribution to the parks and leisure industry of Australia over many years. The
Frank Stewart Award recognizes an individual who has provided a significant contribution to
the development, promotion and advocacy of the parks and leisure industry in Australia.
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100TH SEMINAR OF THE GERMAN TURF GRASS
SOCIETY IN STUTTGART

(DEUTSCHE RASENGESELLSCHAFT, DRG)

Klaus Mueller-Beck and Martin Bocksch

The German Turf Grass Society organises 2 or 3
seminars each year to disseminate turf grass science
research information.

At the inauguration of the100th DRG Turf
Seminar in September 2005, the president of the German
Turf Grass Society, Dr. Klaus Müller-Beck, welcomed
more than 90
participants to the
Hohenheim University
of Stuttgart. Delegates
included members from
Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, the
Netherlands and
Denmark plus a number
of guests who attended
the Deutsche
R a s e n g e s e l l s c h a f t
turfgrass  meeting for
the first time.

Dr. Müller-
Beck recalled the
founding of the DRG in
1964, then known as the
Gesellschaft für
R a s e n f o r s c h u n g
(Society for Turf Grass-
Research).

Turf research
was then carried out by Prof. Dr. P. Boeker and others,
first in Hohenheim and later at the University of Bonn.
Dr. Müller-Beck pointed out that although the original
institutions, such as Giessen University (Prof. Skirde) and
Bonn University, have effectively discontinued their turf
grass-research activities, project-specific research
activities have been initiated at several locations in
Germany:

Turf on gravel, leaching-intensive park areas, low-
fertility turf with a variety of species, the filling of the

Germany

joints in a greened pavement are researched by the Landes
Lehr-und Versuchsanstalt Veitshöchheim.

•In Weihenstephan, research is conducted on
the subject of ‘Wear-resistant turf under unfavourable
lighting and aeration’.

•In Freising, the effect of cutting-removal
intensity on nutrient balances’ is being investigated.

•At the University of Applied Sciences at Erfurt,
there is research on ‚”Quality demands on equestrian
sports fields”.

•Bonn University, together with Wolf-
Rasenforschung, is analysing methods to determine soil-
coverage and sward colour by digital picture analysis.

•At the BASF Agricultural Centre,
Limburgerhof, investigations concerning the evaluation
of fertilizer forms and application dates for various turf
grass types are being funded.

New impetus for turf research is necessary. With
the implementation of
the Turf grass Research
Station at Hohenheim
U n i v e r s i t y
(Rasenfachstelle) some
years ago, Dr. Schulz,
who has been a turfgrass
scientist for many
decades, succeeded in
establishing turf grass
study and research here,
and Hohenheim is
currently the centre of
turf grass research
activities in Germany. In
addition to the principal
sponsor Deutscher
Golfverband, the DRG
has co-sponsored the
Turf Grass Research
Station from the outset.

The seminar
included a

demonstration of the DRG’s trial grounds, which in
conjunction with the University of Hohenheim’s
excellent facilities was enough to convince delegates of
the strength of turfgrass research in Hohenheim.

At the ceremonial dinner, that evening in
Stuttgart, the president of the DRG, Dr. Klaus Müller-
Beck, in his entertaining speech, reviewed the highlights
from 100 seminars supported by several archive pictures
supplied by former board member Dr. Burghardt.

A guided tour of the Botanical Gardens
conducted by Prof. Steiner was well received by the 100th

Trial plots at Hohenheim University Turf Grass
Research Station : Micro-lysimeter with variety-
tests with Agrostis stolonifera and Agrostis canina
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DRG Turf seminar delegates who donated • 670 for the
purchase of a special tree to be planted in the new section
of the Botanical Gardens.

 Great interest in turf grass species identification
training

Following the seminar, Drs Schulz and Morhard
conducted a short course on the identification of a large
range of turfgrass species from vegetative and seed
specimens. About 50 delegates gladly made use of this
unique opportunity to deepen or refresh their specialist
knowledge. Due to the overwhelming response, this course
will be repeated at future occasions.

The Deutsche Rasengesellschaft looks forward to the
year of the Soccer World Championship

In his final address, Dr. Müller-Beck stressed the
importance of turf research: With new ideas and
technologies, turf quality and persistency are continuously
improving. He looked unto the coming year and invited
for participation in the 101st and 102nd seminars,
scheduled for 2006. In the coming spring the German Turf
grass Society in the Rheinland area will study the subject
of turf-sod production. In advance of the 2006 Soccer
World Championship in Germany this is of special
relevance.

The autumn-seminar of the Deutsche
Rasengesellschaft will take place in Switzerland. This
event will focus on ‘the multi-functional grass-plant’.

The European Turfgrass Society –integrating the
European turfgrass community

The ‘Rasenkolloquium’ has been one of the main
forums for the discussion of turfgrass research in Europe
over the past twenty years. It has mainly been comprised
of German-speaking partners, and delegates from outside

the German-speaking world have rarely attended.
However turfgrass research is active in a number of other
countries, notably the U.K., France and the Scandinavian

countries. Moreover, the expansion of the European
Union to include a number of East European countries has
opened up opportunities for turfgrass research too.  On 3rd

March 2005 an informal  meeting of Rasenkolloquium
members in Munich concluded that the time was right to
develop a new organisational structure to prepare for an

Europe

European Turfgrass Society. To this end, a two day
workshop organised by Drs Klaus Mueller-Beck

(Germany) and Adriano Altissimo (Italy) was held in
Verona on 1st and 2nd December, 2005.

A total of 32 delegates, representing Austria,
Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy,

Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, and United Kingdom
were present. Discussions centred on defining the

organisational structure and the subject matter of the new
group. It was clear that the consensus of the Group was
to define broad boundaries as to what turf is and that,

within this framework, areas of research could be divided
into overlapping functional areas such as Sports and

Leisure, Utility and Environmental Sustainability.  In each
area it would be possible to develop a ‘systems approach’

where multi-disciplinary teams would approach turf
function at different levels from studies at the molecular/

chemical level through to investigations of whole
ecological systems. Emerging global issues are clearly
going to have an impact on how we do turf research:

increasing environmental climatic extremes will need to be
addressed in the new political climate of limited budgets

and limited chemical inputs.

The purpose of the Group would be not only to
organise communication networks for the dissemination
of research information, but also to develop synergistic
Europe-wide partnerships (EU and non_EU countries) to

enhance funding opportunities for future research.

The meeting concluded with the appointment of
a Working Group of ten people that would work towards

the founding of the European Turfgrass Society aiming to
work in co-operation with ITS. Dr Marco Volterrani has

agreed to host the Ist ETS Conference at the Univeristy of
Pisa in Italy.

Photo

ETS Working Group - l-r Stanislav Hejduk (CZ), Gerard Van’t
Klooster (NL), Cilluf Svensson (S), Stephen Alderton (F), Klaus
Mueller-Beck (D), Alex Richter (A), Adriano Altissimo (I), Marco
Volterrani (I), Danny Thorogood (UK), Stephen Baker (UK).



11

International Turfgrass Society - January 2006

Canada (5)

Germany (6)

Wales (8)
Japan (8)

Australia (14)

USA (177)

Chili
Greece

Switzerland
Belgium
Austria
Ireland
Hong Kong
Czech Republic
Venezula
Norway
Saudi Arabia
Netherlands

Korea

Denmark

Italy

South Africa

New Zealand

England

Sweden

Spain

< 5 members

France (7)

Canada (5)

Germany (6)

Wales (8)
Japan (8)

Australia (14)

USA (177)

Chili
Greece

Switzerland
Belgium
Austria
Ireland
Hong Kong
Czech Republic
Venezula
Norway
Saudi Arabia
Netherlands

Korea

Denmark

Italy

South Africa

New Zealand

England

Sweden

Spain

< 5 members

France (7)

Academic
57%

Industry
40%

Government
3%

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

1994-1997 1998-2001 2002-2005

Membership period

M
em

be
rs

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Members
Countries

ITS Membership

ITS Demographics

ITS Occupational Groupings

ITS Worldwide Representation



12

International Turfgrass Society - January 2006

International Turfgrass Society Member’s Survey

The ITS is seeking your help to guide society activity planning.  The survey is
confidential.  Do not include your name.  Please take a few moments to complete the survey send to:

Dr. John Cisar, ITS Treasurer, FLREC, 3205 SW College Ave., Ft. Lauderdale FL 33314, USA.
Email: jlci@ufl.edu   Fax: 954-475-4125

Thank you.

1. The 11th ITRC is set for the southern hemisphere in Chile.  Past ITRC’s have been held in July-August, a
traditional summer vacation/teaching break period for northern hemisphere academic faculty.  A January
meeting would coincide with summer weather in Chile Please choose your date preference for the 11th

ITRC:

a) June-July 2009
b) Early January 2009
c) no opinion

2. ITRC journal format.   Presently journals are handed out at the conference. For convenience we are
considering a disk version format for the next journal for members with a limited number printed mainly
for libraries.  What is your preference?

a) disk copy
b) hard copy book
c) disk and book
d) no opinion

3. Future ITRC intervals.  With the growth in turfgrass research is the presently quadrennial ITRC frequent
enough?

a) every four years is sufficient
b) change to every 2 years
c) change to every 3 years
d) no opinion

4. Did you attend the ITRC in Wales?
a) yes
b) no

5. If your answer to Question 5 is yes, what events did you consider most beneficial/enjoyable at the Wales
Conference?  __________________________________________________________________

6. If your answer to Question 5 is yes, what suggestions do you have for improving specific events?
__________________________________________________________________
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INTERNATIONAL TURFGRASS SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP/PAYMENT OF DUES

Please Print Clearly:

Name: __________________________________ Affiliation: ________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State: ______________________________ Postal Code: ____________

Country: _____________ ________________________

Phone: ____________________ Fax: ______________________ E-Mail: ______________________________

PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP TYPE DESIRED:

Regular Membership Fee (2006-2009) $220.00 USD

Sustaining Membership Fee (2006-2009) $1000.00 USD

PLEASE INDICATE METHOD OF PAYMENT:

Check* American Express**

* To avoid heavy collection fees, only checks from U.S. affiliated banks will be accepted.
Please make check payable to:  International Turfgrass Society.

**American Express Credit Card (NO OTHER CARDS CAN BE ACCEPTED)

Name as shown on the card: __________________________________________________________________

Card Number: ___________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL OR FAX THIS COMPLETED FORM, ALONG WITH 1) YOUR CHECK OR 2) THE WIRE
TRANSFER INFORMATION OR 3) THE CREDIT CARD INFORMATION TO:
Dr. John Cisar, Treasurer, International Turfgrass Society
c/o University of Florida, FLREC,
3205 College Avenue,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314-7799
USA

Fax: (954) 475-4125
Email: jlci@ufl.edu Revised October 2005
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INVOICE AND ORDER FORM
for

INTERNATIONAL TURFGRASS SOCIETY
PROCEEDINGS AND JOURNAL

Please Print Clearly:

Name: __________________________________ Affiliation: ________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

   __________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State: ______________________________ Postal Code: ____________

Country: _____________ ________________________

Phone: ____________________ Fax: ______________________ E-Mail: ______________________________

TO AVOID HEAVY COLLECTION FEES, ONLY CHECKS FROM U.S. BANKS OR U.S. AFFILIATED BANKS WILL BE
ACCEPTED. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: INTERNATIONAL TURFGRASS SOCIETY.

American Express Credit Card (NO OTHER CARDS CAN BE ACCEPTED)

Name as shown on the card: __________________________________________________________________

Card Number: ___________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________
Signature: ________________________________________________________________________________

Mail or Fax completed Order Form with check or credit card information to:
Dr. Erik Ervin,
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
335 Smyth, CSES Department
Blacksburg, Virginia  24061-0404
USA
Fax: (540) 231-3075
revised August 2005
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ITS OFFICERS

President
Carol P. Muller-Turina,
University of Chile , Camino Del
Algarrobo
Santiago Region Metropolitana 6770941
Chile
PH: 56.2.2110973
FAX: 56.2.2110973
mulbot@chilesat.net

Vice-President
Richard Gibbs,
Sports Surface Design & Management
Division,
Recreational Services Ltd.,
PO Box 33-127, Takapuna,
Auckland, New Zealand
PH: +64.9 915 6492
FAX: +64.9 443 0501
rgibbs@recreationalservices.co.nz

Treasurer
John Cisar
University of Florida
Ft. Lauderdale Res. & Edu. Ctr.
3205 Southwest College Ave
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33314 USA
PH:    954 577-6336
FAX:  954 475-4125
jlci@ufl.edu

Secretary
Ken Carey
Guelph Turfgrass Institute
University of Guelph
Guelph, Ontario N1H 6H8 Canada
PH:   519 824-4120 x2777
FAX: 519 766 1704
ken@gti.uoguelph.ca

Historian
Stephen Baker,
Sports Turf Research Institute,
Bingley,
West Yorkshire, BD16 1AU UK
PH: +44 1274 565131
FAX: +44 1274 56189
stephen.baker@stri.org.uk

Past President
Bill Adams,
Univ. of Wales, Soil Science
Unit, Inst. of Biological
Sciences, Aberystwyth
Ceredigion Wales SY23 3DE
U.K.
PH: +44 1970 622302
FAX: 01970 622307
waa@aber.ac.uk

Newsletter Editor
Danny Thorogood,
Institute of Grassland and
Environmental Research,
Plas Gogerddan,
Aberystwyth, SY23 3EB,
United Kingdo
Tel. +44 1970 823176
Fax +44 1970 821993
e-mail: danny.thorogood@bbsrc.ac.uk
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