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Speaker Biography:  Dr. William A, Meyer received a B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. 
from the University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana. He worked for Warren’s 
Turf Nursery in Palos Park IL from 1972-1975.  Dr. Meyer became the Presi-
dent of Pure-Seed Testing Inc. and Research Director of Turf-Seed Inc. in 
Hubbard OR from 1975-1996.  In 1996, he became a Professor of Turfgrass 
Breeding and the Associate Director of the Center for Turfgrass Center at 
Rutgers University and the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station. He 
is still presently in this position.  Dr. Meyer specializes in breeding disease 
resistant turfgrasses and has developed or co-developed over 450 new 
improved turfgrasses that are presently successful commercial cultivars.

Paper summary:  Growth and sustainability of cool-season turfgrasses has the potential to be negatively 
impacted under future climate change scenarios.  Therefore, it will be necessary to breed turfgrasses that 
have improved abiotic and biotic stress tolerance compared to cultivars that are currently available.  This will 
require the use of techniques that can effi  ciently and eff ectively identify novel germplasm for incorporation 
into a breeding program.  Over the past decade, advances have been made in the methodologies used to 
develop new cultivars of apomictic and open-pollinated cool-season turfgrass species.  This keynote address 
will discuss current breeding techniques, major advances that have been made in breeding cool-season 
grasses, and the future of plant breeding for sustainability. 


